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EVEN OTHERWISE
Even if these two cases are not decided in our favour, what diffe-
rence will it make? Losing them will not mean defeat for us. The
real Supreme Court is within us, and the true judge, God above us
all. If we go on striving with faith, fate will never turn against us.
Should the two cases be decided against us, no one need be alarmed.
Everything will be all right as long as our own courage does not run
out. A satyagraha campaign depends on the satyagrahi, not on others.
TEST CASE
General Smuts claims that even the Immigrants' [Restriction] Act
does not guarantee any rights to educated persons. If this is true, we
have nothing more to say, neither can we hope ever to obtain these
rights. Mr. Gandhi suggested that the matter be left to the Supreme
Court for a decision, but Mr. Smuts was not agreeable. A test case has
now become inevitable. Mr. Sorabji Shapurji, who has passed several
Bombay examinations in English and who lives in Charlestown, has
agreed to be the defendant in a test case. He will attempt to enter
Volksrust on Wednesday. Mr. Chamney has also been informed tele-
graphically so that he can stop him if he wishes to. By the time this
appears in piint, the matter will perhaps have been decided in a
magistrate's court*
Wednesday [June 24, 1908]
Mr. Sorabji entered the Transvaal on Wednesday. Contrary to
expectations, he was not stopped at the border, and he has arrived in
Johannesburg* His movements are, however, being watched by the
police. This [surveillance] is likely to continue for some time. This
shows there is some confusion in the Government ranks* Its legal
advisers are possibly of the view that Mr. Sorabji cannot be touched
under the immigration Act. Even so, it is likely that he will be arrested
soon.
LAW-MAKERS OF THE TRANSVAAL!
General Smuts has given notice in Parliament [of a motion] to
withdraw the Transvaal Municipal [Consolidation] BilL Indian Opinion
readers will recall the strong protest of the Indian community against
the Bill.1 The Transvaal Leader has recently published a report that the
Government intends to withdraw the Bill relating to the Gold Law.
[According to the report] it was to be replaced by a shorter Bill, but
the Government has denied this.
[From Gujarati]
In&m Opimtm, 27-6-1908
1 Fife "PetitlQKL to Transvaal Legislative Assembly", pp. 295-7.